
Planning application 49/20/0032 - Guest accommodation, external changes and external 
staircase at the shoot facility located south of New Road, Wiveliscombe (retention) 
 
 
I am Ward Councillor for Wiveliscombe and District and live close to the proposed shooting 
lodge, which has been built and used during one season already. 
 
I have concerns about this application and believe more information needs to be supplied. 
 
The new proposal is very different to the application approved in 2018, which said: ”the 
building will be laid out to provide suitable facilities …, including a boot room, wash room 
facilities, kitchen and reception areas. “Accommodation will also be provided for workers 
(such as beaters), and an internal storage area ...” 
 
The new application states: “this application merely seeks approval of minor changes to 
the internal layout and external appearance of the building”. However, the changes are 
not minor, as the ground floor layout and use is very different and there is a whole new 
floor of accommodation with ten guest bedrooms. 
 
The proposed shooting lodge has been built in the open countryside but very close to the 
town of Wiveliscombe. 
 
The information supplied with the original application in 2018 did not properly indicate the 
scale of the building that has been built or the location and extent of use that would result. 
Information given in the new application on the shooting operations that could result is 
even more minimal than for the previous application. 
 
The access appraisal still makes no mention of helicopters used to bring shooters to the 
lodge, which caused a lot of disturbance to neighbouring properties and people in 
Wiveliscombe during the last shooting season. The helipad has since been removed from 
the site, but it is known the applicant plans to use an alternative location to land 
helicopters for bringing guests to the lodge. 
 
In my view, the new application fails to provide sufficient information on the following 
aspects: the helicopter landing location and transport from this to the lodge, the number 
of active shooting days during the season, the amount of shooting activity during shooting 
days, the noise impact from shooting on neighbouring properties and the nearby town, 
and for the number of people, shooters, guests and staff, using the lodge. 
 
Cllr Dave Mansell 
Wiveliscombe and District Ward - Somerset West and Taunton Council 
16th June 2020 


