
Planning application 49/20/0009 – New teaching and administration building and 
an activity studio with associated changing provision to connect to sports hall at 
Kingsmead Academy, Hartswell, Wiveliscombe 
 
 
Proposed new buildings at Kingsmead School are very welcome and important for the 
school, which is a valued part of the local community. 
 
Unfortunately, there is a big disappointment and failure with the design proposed for the 
new school buildings. It will not achieve a high environmental and energy performance, 
which is fitting for the Wiveliscombe area and an overdue requirement of modern times. 
 
There is little substance on these issues in the Sustainability Statement submitted (4.04 of 
the Design & Access Statement). The proposed buildings have only been designed to comply 
with current Building Regulation standards and to only exceed these in minor respects with 
little or no detail provided. 
 
Much more is required by Government and Council commitments to carbon neutrality 
targets, which are material considerations, and by policy in the current Local Plan against 
which the application should be judged. 
 
The National Planning Policy Framework sets an environmental objective (2.8, page 5) to 
contribute to protecting and enhancing our natural, built and historic environment; 
including making effective use of land, helping to improve biodiversity, using natural 
resources prudently, minimising waste and pollution, and mitigating and adapting to climate 
change, including moving to a low carbon economy. 
 
The new buildings currently proposed for Kingsmead would not sufficiently reduce energy 
use and carbon emissions, so fail to use natural resources prudently, to mitigate climate 
change and move to a low carbon economy, as required by the National Planning Policy 
Framework. 
 
The Government has set a target to achieve carbon neutrality or net zero carbon emissions 
by 2050. Somerset West and Somerset Council and Somerset County Council have set 
targets to achieve carbon neutrality or net zero carbon emissions by 2030. The new school 
buildings should still be in use long after these dates and the targets need to be achieved for 
many activities long before these dates. 
 
The carbon neutrality target for Somerset West and Taunton was adopted on 21st February 
2019 and is included in the Corporate Strategy 2020-2024 (theme one), which was approved 
by Council on 8th October 2019. 
 
Somerset West and Taunton Councils Local Plan Issues and Options Document was 
approved on 20th November 2019 by the Executive for public consultation. Objective 1 is to 
ensure all new development works towards the Districts carbon neutrality by 2030 target. 



 
Taunton Deane Borough Councils Adopted Core Strategy 2011-2028 includes Policy DM 5 on 
Use of Resources and Sustainable Design. 
 
DM 5 a) requires development proposals to minimise the use of energy in the scheme by 
using an appropriate layout, building design, landscaping and orientation. 
 
DM 5 b) requires development proposals to minimise energy requirements of construction 
by the use of sustainable materials and construction technologies, minimise waste and 
promote the reuse of materials and facilitate recycling both during and after development. 
 
DM 5 c) requires new-build non-domestic buildings to achieve ZCNDB and meet a 100% CO2 
reduction from 2019. 
 
DM 5 d) states development will be required to meet the energy reduction levels specified 
in c. above at the time of construction. If necessary, this will be secured through a legal 
agreement. 
 
DM 5 f) also states the Council will consider the following Allowable Solutions for carbon 
dioxide emission reductions: 
- On-site energy efficiency measures; 
- On-site renewable and low carbon technologies;  
- Off-site generation (where a direct link is provided to the development);  
- Payment into a low carbon management infrastructure fund. 
 
DM 5 g) states extensions to both residential and commercial buildings will be required to 
implement energy efficiency measures of up to 10% of the cost of the works. 
 
DM 5 e, h, I, j, k and l should all also apply. 
 
The applicant should state how standards for zero carbon construction and operation will be 
achieved by the proposed new buildings and a condition should be placed on any 
permission to ensure that the new buildings are designed and built to achieve net zero 
carbon emissions in both construction and operation. 
 
The design of new buildings for Kingsmead School needs to be changed or revised so that 
they achieve Passivhaus standards and include renewable energy generation, such as 
through a ground source heat pump and solar PV panels, or are zero carbon in construction 
and operation including renewable energy generation. 
 
Cllr Dave Mansell 
Wiveliscombe and District Ward - Somerset West and Taunton Council 
20th April 2020 
 


