
Planning application 49/20/0009 – New teaching and administration building and an 
activity studio with associated changing provision to connect to sports hall at 
Kingsmead Academy, Hartswell, Wiveliscombe 
 
 
I am Ward Councillor for Wiveliscombe and District and have additional comments on 
this application. 
 
I have noted the ‘Sustainability summary and update’ dated 15 May 2020. Proposing to 
now include a new 10kW photovoltaic solar system and a rain garden are good 
improvements. The school have also agreed to engage with the local community to see if 
funding can be raised for a larger solar PV installation, which is also very welcome. 
 
I have been pleased to have a meeting too with representatives from the contractors, 
Bouygues, and the Department of Education. I was told further improvements are now 
proposed in the form of electric vehicle charging points in the car park and there will be 
a change from gas to electric hobs in the kitchen. 
 
We discussed zero carbon design and how this was needed to address carbon neutrality 
targets set by all levels of government. 
 
We also discussed the possibility of replacing the gas boilers with a ground source heat 
pump, which, if possible, would represent a major design improvement in energy and 
sustainability terms for the new buildings. 
 
I understand changing the design at this late stage would be difficult and it would have 
been best than zero carbon objectives had been incorporated at the start of the design 
process. 
 
Bouygues kindly undertook to look further at the possibility of replacing the gas boilers 
with a heat pump(s), including air and ground source. However, their quick review 
identified a number of technical difficulties due to other elements of the proposed 
design and the specification set by the Department of Education. 
 
I understand it may be possible to overcome the difficulties identified. So, even at this 
late stage, I hope that it may be possible to do further work to look at the feasibility of 
incorporating a ground-source heat pump to replace the gas boilers. If feasible, it may 
then be possible to include the provision of a heat pump at a later stage of the project 
phasing, possibly following a further planning application or variation to the current one, 
if approved. 
 
 
Cllr Dave Mansell 
Wiveliscombe and District Ward - Somerset West and Taunton Council 
25th June 2020 


