
Planning application 49/21/0030 – Agricultural building for the rearing of calves on Simons Holt 
Farm retained land, Whitefield, Wiveliscombe 
 
 
As District Councillor for Wiveliscombe and District Ward, I object to this application. 
 
The objection arises due to the lack of information provided and the impacts that could result 
from the development. I am also concerned the need for a worker dwelling could result from 
increased agricultural activity at this location, as there is no dwelling associated with the land. 
 
It seems likely the new building would allow more intensive use of the land and result in waste 
from the calves, but the only information provided is to say that the building is to be used for 
rearing calves. There is no information on calf numbers or on waste management. 
 
In the absence of information to establish otherwise, it is expected that effluent would feed into 
local water courses and the larger water catchment for the Somerset Moors and Levels, which are 
currently subject to planning restrictions due to excessive phosphate levels. 
 
There is potential for noise and odours from intensive calf rearing at this location to adversely 
impact on nearby residential properties, which appears a significant concern. There are many 
homes within close proximity of the proposed barn. 
 
There is no information on expected vehicle movements (size, number and frequency), which 
could lead to problems on narrow roads to the site. 
 
As there is no farmhouse or dwelling associated with the land or barn, it is important to establish 
where workers at the location would reside. New intensive farming activity on the site could 
create a need for an agricultural worker dwelling, so leading to further development at this 
location. It should be established that this need will not be created by this application. 
 
Cllr Dave Mansell 
Wiveliscombe and District Ward - Somerset West and Taunton Council 
30th June 2021 


